
 

 

Message from Our MSCA President! 
By: Renee’ Schoening, MSCA President 

Important Dates  
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Inside this issue: 

Hello Montana School Counselors! 

 I have always loved fall. The smell of the autumn leaves, football games, pumpkin treats, 

and back to school!  The focus on being thankful is also a great reminder for me and as I look 

back on this past year I can truthfully say I am extremely grateful.  Grateful to be a part of a pro-

fession that makes a difference in the world;  Grateful to be among people I know have a heart for 

kids;  Grateful to be a part of MSCA and this Executive Board.  It really is a privilege to serve my 

fellow counselors in this way.  This issue of the MSCA newsletter is comprised of the annual re-

ports of those who serve on the board with me – and for them and their work, I am not only grate-

ful, but amazed.  Rest assured, you have a committed group of wonderful people working on your 

behalf to promote the profession of school counseling in our state. 

 This past year, we have made some great gains in our association.  We successfully 

launched a new and much more effective website, grew our membership by almost 25%, and 

have created new networks of support across our state. It has been the mission of this board to 

reach out to as many school counselors as possible and to convey our intention to be advocates 

and consultants for those who need support. 

 Our website is a much more effective way for us to manage conference registrations and 

membership data.  It also houses many resources for you and will serve as an avenue of commu-

nication to you.  We will continue to develop the site so that it is a usable resource for all of 

you.  As always, your input is appreciated and valued.  Thank you to Jess Buboltz for taking lead-

ership with our website. 

 Our spring conference was, for the most part, a great success.  We always find success 

when we come together as a group to share our passion, energy, and ideas with one another.  It 

was a learning experience for me and I discovered that no matter how great someone looks on 

paper, it is best to have first-hand experience with a speaker before booking. As always, a high-

light of the spring conference was the awards ceremony.  Erica Zins, of Missoula Sentinel High 

School was awarded SCOY and Todd Garrison, of the Childwise Institute was honored as the 

Advocate of the Year.  Erica will represent Montana at the ASCA COY ceremony in Washington, 

D.C. in January.  This year, we were fortunate to have the services of Linsey Myers and Robyn 

Edington as conference coordinators.  They did a great job and helped things run smoothly.                              
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MSCA is now accepting proposals for presentations at 

the Spring Conference. Submit to Renee’ Schoening 

@ reneeschoeningmsca@gmail.com  

Click on the link below:  

http://www.mtschoolcounselor.org/callforpresenters 

SAVE THE DATE! 

MSCA Spring Conference; April 12-13, 2018  

“Inspiring Hope and Resilience” 

NEW LOCATION in HELENA                                             

mailto:reneeschoeningmsca@gmail.com
http://www.mtschoolcounselor.org/callforpresenters
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 In addition to these awards, MSCA elected to give a first time ever Lifetime Achievement Award.  Mr. Bill Starkey, aka 

“Mr. Moose,” was honored at his school, Morning Star Elementary, in Bozeman in May as he was surrounded by his family, stu-

dents, staff, and parents.  Michael and Susan Sherman spoke eloquently about his amazing career as a school counselor and 

how he has impacted their lives personally and professionally.  It is hard to know if this award will ever again be presented, but 

Bill was certainly a deserving first honoree.  

 Our Executive Board meets monthly via phone conference and has met in person three times this past year.  We met 

once in Bozeman in conjunction with the spring conference, in Missoula for our summer retreat, and in October while at the MEA-

MFT conference. In addition to planning and executing two conferences during the year, we have been intentional about a pro-

ject called, “MSCA Cares,” which is a concerted effort to reach out to counselors in schools impacted by crisis.  We want you to 

know that we do care and are available to offer support.  The challenge we encounter is being aware of events as they occur.  We 

are counting on membership communication for that. . . please help us to know when there is a need. 

 We have worked hard on the financial management of the organization and have contracted the services of Brent Russ, 

CPA to help with our taxes and to add another layer of accountability. We consult with him on issues impacting non-profits and 

have confidence this is a vital step to the organization moving forward. Amy Griffin, Treasurer, has worked tirelessly this past 

year to get our books in order and to devise new systems that are transparent and efficient. 

We have developed important networks with stakeholders across the state and have continued to advocate for the school coun-

seling profession.  The State Superintendent of Schools, Elsie Arntzen, has expressed a desire to collaborate closely with MSCA 

to support school counselors in their varied and challenging roles.  She has initiated several conversations and has travelled to 

Deer Lodge to meet with me personally about ESSA and other issues that impact school counseling. Our relationships with Gear 

Up, Reach Higher, DPHHS, the University of Montana, and OPI are essential collaborations that benefit all.                             

 We now have a strand specific to school counselors at the MBI Summer Institute.  This past year we had a day with John 

Sommers-Flanagan, who spoke about how to work with families in difficult situations.  We also had two great sessions with 

speakers Peg Donohue and Emily Goodman-Scott who talked about aligning comprehensive school counseling program with 

PBIS/MTSS/MBI and universal screening.  Look for this school counseling strand to be expanded in 2018.  We are grateful to OPI 

for supporting school counselors in this way! 

 The ASCA National Conference, along with Leadership Development Institute and Delegate Assembly were, as always, 

an excellent opportunity to hear what is happening on the national front with school counseling, learn from other dedicated pro-

fessionals, and enhance what we are doing here in Montana.  Tina Boone and I represented Montana at LDI/Delegate Assembly 

and then were joined by many other Montanans at the conference.  Notable events were Montana receiving acknowledgment for 

35 years as an ASCA affiliate, and the first ever RAMP Award given to a Montana school.  Congrats again to Billings Skyview!    

  It was very evident during the national conference that ASCA is devoted to supporting the SCA’s in whatever way they 

can.  They are offering the School Counseling Leadership course through ASCAu to all MSCA board members for free. They are 

also supporting us through providing newsletter services five times per year, which will allow our members to receive the most 

up to date happenings for school counselors nationwide. 

 Our Executive Board met in Missoula for a two day meeting in August.  We worked on by-law review and the strategic 

plan.  Both updated documents are available on our website. We made a decision to take the Leadership course as a group 

which will be extremely beneficial, as we are exploring how our board is structured and looking at ways we can maximize our 

effectiveness and service to membership.  The course is an exploration of the relevant material we need to make our decisions. 

We met with our accountant and made banking and tax decisions.  We finalized our plans for the MEA conference and began 

making decisions for the April conference.   

 New board members were given an orientation and training.  We are very fortunate to have Kara Berg joining us as the 

K-12 VP.  Due to some unpredicted circumstances, the Middle School position is still open.  Lee Starck has been an extremely 

dedicated board member and has made a huge contribution this year.  We are also lucky to have Jason Karls providing leader-

ship to the high school level counselors in the state. 

 We want to focus on public relations this year and are offering a competition for grad students to create a promotional 

brochure for MSCA.  Lindsey Nichols and Kindle Lewis are orchestrating this, along with a scholarship for school counseling 

students.  

 The MEA-MFT conference went well, despite some logistical issues with being in a separate building from the rest of the 

conference.  Dr. Deborah Hardy was our keynote and provided three half day sessions that were well attended and received 

rave reviews.  Following the conference, the board met again and continued to work on conference planning and other issues of 

concern.  October is the time of transition in our board leadership and we said goodbye and THANK YOU to Sheila Rutherford 

and Lisa Held. We are thankful that Lisa will remain active as a part of our advocacy committee and mentoring Kara. 
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As I shifted from High School Vice-President to President Elect, I continually remind myself of our MSCA mission, “to promote 

excellence in professional school counseling in Montana. “ I couple this with ASCA’s challenge  to have us develop school 

counseling programs that incorporate leadership, advocacy, collaboration and systemic change. While our whole Board 

keeps this as our focus, I also set this as my goal. 

 

I have been blessed to be in a position to continue to advocate for MSCA while collaborating with MACTE (Montana Associa-

tion of Career and Technical Education).  Working together, we educate our state legislature in the areas of College and Ca-

reer Readiness and Career and Technical education.  Our state has set goals and discuss financial support on these topics; 

and we need to continue to promote school counselors as vital players in order for students to reach these goals.    Our lead-

ership has brought school counselors to the table when statewide discussions occur.  We will continue to lead and advocate.  

 

As a leader, I set a goal to educate myself on the ASCA model.  Last year my school, Skyview, RAMPed!  I also volunteered to 

be a RAMP reviewer.  Both of these experiences immersed me in the ASCA model and taught me how to develop and imple-

ment it. These experiences will allow me to assist other school counselors in the state to continue to develop their school 

counseling program; allowing us to advocate for our profession. 

 

Renee’ and I attended ASCA’s Delegate Assembly in Denver.  ASCA leaders trained us on new policy and procedures while 

giving us tools to become more effective leaders. The added bonus was to collaborate with other state organizations and 

share and learn!  While in Denver we also attended the ASCA National Conference, along with around 20 other MONTANA 

school counselors.  ACSA always puts on a mind blowing conference. This year the conference is in LA and if you have never 

had a chance to attend the national conference, please consider it!   

 

Six years ago, I never would not have imagined that I would have the opportunity to advocate for our profession at this level 

while collaborating with outstanding Board members, MSCA members, ASCA Leaders, and State leaders.  It is an honor and I 

hope other members will consider challenging themselves to the next level.   

President-Elect Annual Report 
            By: Tina Boone,  President-Elect  

 So there you have it, our year in review.  Looking ahead: 

 It was clear from the conference evaluations, specifically the questions about venue, that we have simply outgrown the 

Holiday Inn in Bozeman.  They are undergoing a major renovation in the next couple of years so we hope to house our confer-

ence there again, in 2020 or thereafter.  Our 2018 spring conference will be held in HELENA at the Radisson Colonial. Stay 

tuned for more details via email and on our website! 

 The need for suicide prevention and intervention continues to be paramount in our state.  Given this reality, we have a 

nationally recognized expert on the subject coming to our spring conference.  Dr. Scott Poland is an expert on school safety, 

suicide intervention, and school safety.  He will be Keynoting on Friday of the conference.  Opening the conference will be John 

Sommers-Flanagan and we will have sectionals Thursday afternoon.  It promises to be an enriching time for all.  We hope you 

will join us for the “Inspiring Hope and Resilience” MSCA spring conference in April! 

 If you have not yet done so, please renew your membership with us.  We rely on dues to help us cover the expenses of 

travelling for advocacy and board functions. We also want YOU to have access to all of the benefits that your membership enti-

tles you to: a substantial discount to the spring conference, access to board members for consultation and support, and re-

sources on our website only available to current members.  

 Finally, thank you for all you do to help the students of Montana find success in school and reach their potential.  Your 

work matters!! 

Message from Our MSCA President!   
          (cont. from pg. 2) 
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New MSCA Website! 
                                  By: Jessica Buboltz, Secretary 

Last January, MSCA launched a new website. We are excited about this website because it al-

lows us provide services to our members that we didn’t have before. Our three main goals with 

the website is to provide information and payment options for membership and conference fees, 

keep members informed about professional development opportunities and keep Montana 

School Counselors updated on happenings across the state.  

 

We are excited to continue to add content to the website and make it a comprehensive source of 

information. When you log on as a member, you have access to MSCA information and resources 

not available to non-members. If you haven’t checked out the website yet, take a look:        

http://www.mtschoolcounselor.org/  

 

Earlier this year, we separated membership dues from your conference fees. This allows us to 

track membership dues during our fiscal year and more accurately budget for our conference. If 

you haven’t already done so, log on to your account on the website to check your membership 

status. If you have any problems logging on, feel free to contact us at jbuboltzmsca@gmail.com. 

Elementary VP Report 
By: Lee Starck, Elementary Vice President 

Thank you again for the opportunity to serve as the Elementary 

Vice President for the Montana School Counselor Association. I 

have learned a great deal since being elected both about this 

position and our profession from our incredible executive 

board and I feel more settled into this role after having another 

year of experience. Over the past year I was able to attend the 

MSCA Spring Conference in the spring, ASCA National Confer-

ence and MSCA Board Retreat in the summer, and the MEA-

MFT Educators’ Conference a few weeks ago. These confer-

ences always help me to feel rejuvenated and help me devel-

op goals for the current/upcoming school year.  

 

Related to goals, a primary focus for me for this school year are 

concerns with school attendance and absenteeism. Nationally, 

14% of students miss more than fifteen school days a year, and 

after looking at my school’s data, and data around the state, 

this seems to be a growing concern which only becomes am-

plified as students transition to middle and high school. The 

ASCA National Conference provided a great deal of ideas and 

programs, and if it is of interest, I would love to discuss and 

collaborate on this issue in the Elementary Level Sharing at the 

spring conference.  

 

Additionally, this past year I was invited to contribute to an 

ASCA Curation Committee to assist in creating resources for 

school counselors. The scope of the project is to create docu-

ments that focus on current topics and how to address them 

within the ASCA National Model. At the beginning of the school 

year I created a Back to School document and in December I 

will be writing on suicide prevention.  

 

As we continue to renovate and refine our website, we remain 

open to your feedback in what would serve our members the 

best. One of my goals as Elementary V.P. has been to update 

our resources/links page to make it more user friendly and 

helpful to all members. As the website continues to evolve, we 

hope you find it to be beneficial as a site that serves your 

needs and the needs of your students. Upcoming changes to 

watch for on the website include levelized pages and more 

opportunities to share resources outside of the spring confer-

ence.  

 

Lastly, I am looking forward to facilitating the process for our 

2018 Montana School Counselor of the Year. Look for an email 

coming shortly to call for nominations. In the meantime, please 

be thinking of your colleagues who are doing incredible work 

for Montana students and consider nominating them in the near 

future. 

http://www.mtschoolcounselor.org/
mailto:jbuboltzmsca@gmail.com
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/asca/media/asca/FactSheets/Back-to-School-Fact-Sheet.pdf


 

 

Outgoing K-12 VP Report 
By: Lisa Held, K-12 Vice President 

It was a bittersweet year serving on 

the MSCA board and representing K-

12 school counselors. I loved every 

minute of it, but knowing it was my 

last was a bit sad. I am so thrilled to 

welcome Kara Berg as the new K-12 

VP. She is an amazing professional 

with boundless energy and enthusi-

asm. She was making a huge differ-

ence even before her “official” start 

in October. It makes leaving the 

board easier. 

 

I retired from school counseling at 

the end of the school year; however, I 

just stepped back in as a temporary, 

part-time counselor at Shields Valley 

K-12 Schools. It was not what I ex-

pected retirement to look like!  Then I 

was reminded of why we do what we 

do. I was mobbed by all of the won-

derful little kids as I walked into the 

elementary building. You just can’t 

get enough hugs. Then I stepped into 

the hallway at the high school to be 

greeted by high-fives, hugs, and 

“glad to see you” from the big kids 

(not to mention the warm welcome 

from the staff). Working part-time 

may actually be my dream job. This 

flexibility also allowed me to be a 

guest speaker at a small rural school 

teaching a lesson about self-esteem 

and personal value. What a great ex-

perience that was. 

 

Another thing I will be able to do now 

is serve on the MSCA Advocacy 

Committee. In these times of financial 

struggle and changing leadership, it 

is imperative that school counselors 

advocate for ourselves and our pro-

fession. The Office of Public Instruc-

tion will be reviewing Chapter 55 in 

the near future. The Standards of Ac-

creditation are outlined in Chapter 55 

of the Administrative Rules of Mon-

tana. There are several parts of this 

that specifically affect school counse-

lors including the student to counse-

lor ratio, variances to standards, and 

certification categories. School men-

tal health is also an important issue 

with which we need to be involved. 

The MSCA board and the advocacy 

committee are working hard to have 

representation within OPI and 

change the counselor to student ratio. 

I am excited to begin this new role. 

 

Thanks for all of your support over 

the last four years as I found my way 

on the MSCA board. It has been a 

wonderful experience, and I expect 

to see you all again in Helena this 

spring. Have a wonderful year. 
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Happy Fall Ya’ll!  I’m hoping the cooler weather and chang-

ing leaves finds you all well.  My name is Kara Berg and I am 

the K-12 Vice-President.  I am so excited to take on this role, 

learn all I can, and serve the K-12 counselors to the best of 

my ability.  I am taking over for Lisa Held and hope to follow 

in her amazing footsteps.   

 

This is my twelfth year at Alberton School and fifteenth year 

as a counselor in Montana.  I am originally from Minnesota 

and earned my Master’s in School Counseling from Winona 

State University.  I was drawn to Montana after visiting as a 

child and made the move here to attend the University of 

Montana and received my undergraduate degrees in Psy-

chology and English.  There are so many aspects of Montana 

to enjoy-hiking, skiing, fishing and the beautiful scenery, but 

the thing I am most passionate about is my job!  I love making 

a positive difference in the lives of my students 

 

It is so exciting to be a part of the MSCA board! I look forward 

to advocating for the challenges in education and counseling 

at a K-12 level. K-12 counselors are in such a unique position 

to provide services for students at all grade levels.  My goal 

is to connect the K-12 counselors across the state in order to 

remove the feeling of isolation, provide an area for network-

ing and support, as well as increase access to resources by 

creating a shared Google Drive file.  I understand that in a 

small school district we wear many hats (I also teach Montana 

History and Senior Government) and that this job can be very 

overwhelming at times; my goal is to alleviate that. 

 

Our board is currently planning for the MSCA Conference 

that will take place in Helena in April.  We look forward to 

seeing you all there!!  If you haven’t joined the MSCA family, I 

encourage you to check out Montana’s and the National ASCA 

website and join our professional organizations.    

Welcome Aboard! Our New K-12 VP 
By: Kara Berg, K-12 Vice President 
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You DO Use Data! How School Counselors Use Information to 

Drive Their Program Decisions 
    By: Lindsey M. Nichols,  Counselor Education Representative 

                                 & Kindle Lewis, Graduate Student Representative                                                  

 Working at the training level, there is a primary 

focus on the ASCA National Model, and its many parts, to 

set students up for future success by learning the profes-

sional standards developed by our national professional 

organization. As we all know, there are many contextual 

factors that may hinder a school’s ability to be a RAMP 

school or be able to live that model in the day to day. Re-

gardless of this, we see Montana school counselors striv-

ing to support every student and enact best practices 

every day. Yet throughout the year we will hear school 

counselors say, “I don’t collect data” or “I don’t use da-

ta.” ASCA, and increasingly school administration, are 

demanding that school counselors provide evidence 

about what is driving school counseling program deci-

sions. Our hope with this brief article is that we can shine 

a light on what you are already doing with data that meets 

the demands of your administration and our profession’s 

national model of best practice.                               

 The term “data” can be a misunderstood term and 

is not typically associated with the parts of your job that 

you love… or at least for some.  As you read this, we won-

der what comes to mind when you hear… “data”? We 

heard that Deb Hardy helped with redefining data stereo-

types at the MEA-MFT Conference in October getting 

away from the dry, complex, and impersonal conceptuali-

zations of data, to rather reinforce the rich, descriptive, 

and personal side of the data most school counselors are 

collecting on an hourly (or minute to minute depending 

on the day) basis. Specifically, we want to highlight the 

qualitative data that unfolds all around you that, maybe 

unconsciously, you are collecting to learn more about a 

student or an issue in your school. In addition to de-

mographics, attendance, needs assessments, office disci-

pline referrals, academic testing, surveys etc., you are 

making observations, seeing behaviors in action, receiv-

ing referrals (written and orally), and uncovering infor-

mation from consultations and collaborations that are all 

contributing to your school and program development 

data! 

 We highlight these things you are doing because 

by acknowledging the complex ways you are constantly 

gathering information and using it to inform your pro-

gramming is a chance to spotlight your hard work and 

develop rationale for your program practices. Acknowl-

edging that data is everywhere, and you’re collecting it, 

whether using one of many formal ASCA templates or 

tracking it via Google or Excel, demonstrates your com-

mitment to ongoing refinement and development of your 

school counseling practices. Whether it is to gain clarity 

of how you spend your time or patterns of issues that stu-

dents, caregivers, teachers and other stakeholders bring 

to your attention, you’re not just relying on what experi-

ence has taught you, but you’re creating a program that is 

dynamic, up-to-date, and attentive to the unique needs of 

your school community. With that, we encourage you to 

take some time to reflect on all the ways you are collect-

ing data to adapt your program and interventions to fit the 

needs of your school and students. How do you know 

what you know about your school, students, families, col-

leagues, and community resources? The data you’re col-

lecting is another tool to support you in your work and 

help you (and those around you) see all you are doing 

every day, in big and small ways! 

www.mtschoolcounselor.org 
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Doctoral Candidate Study Participation Needed 

Submitted By: Rebecca van der Hagen  
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Dear Professional School Counselors, 

My name is Rebecca van der Hagen. I am a doctoral student at the University of Arkansas’s Counselor Ed-

ucation and Supervision program. I am seeking participants for my dissertation. It is titled Exploring 

School Counselors’ Narratives of CACREP Accredited Online Education Programs: A Phenomenological 

Study. Participants will be interviewed about their training experience and how it prepared them for their 

role as a school counselor.  

 

To participate in the study, a person must have earned a master’s degree from an online school counsel-

ing program that is accredited by CACREP. The participants must also be a current school counselor with 

at least one year in their current school counseling position.  

 

Participants who complete the initial interview, the follow-up interview, time-task analysis, and provide 

artifacts will receive a twenty-dollar amazon gift card.  

 

If you are interested in participating in this research study, please contact me at my university 

email: rtvander@uark.edu.  

  

This study has been approved by the Institutional Review Board 17-01-372 at the University of Arkansas. 

The advisor for my dissertation is Dr. Kristi Perryman.  

  

Thank you in advance for your consideration! 

Counselor Update Information  |  If you’d like to learn more about the event 

 

Support Montana Students - Campaign Photos   |  Thanks again for helping spread the word – we 

had many submissions from school counselors! 

 

High School Counselor FAQ’s  |  First, here is a listing of questions that were brought up by high 

school counselors at our Counselor Update.  For the colleges who did not answer the questions 

throughout the day, we contacted them afterwards to add a reply. Here is a listing of questions/

responses about the Montana colleges and universities, with all the responses we received 

from the institutions. 

 

College Fair Invite Suggestions  |  Here is a feedback form, where we are asking for counselors to 

submit the colleges and universities nationwide that they would like to see invited to the col-

lege fairs each year. Is there a particular college in which their students show interest, who 

were not in attendance at the fairs?  We want to bring in as many schools of interest as possible! 

2018 Montana Tribal College Fair Circuit  |  The dates are official!  Mark the calendar for the 

9th year of this exciting circuit! 

Montana Post-Secondary Educational Opportunities 

Council (MPSEOC) Information  

Submitted by:  Lauren Tobias 

mailto:rtvander@uark.edu
http://www.montanacolleges.com/uploads/1/7/0/6/17069952/2017_counselor_update_post_card_-_counselors_final.pdf
http://www.supportmontanastudents.blogspot.com/
http://www.montanacolleges.com/uploads/1/7/0/6/17069952/2017_counselor_update_._live_questions_and_answers_overall_1.pdf
https://montanacolleges.formstack.com/forms/collegefairs
https://www.montanatribalcolleges.org/fairs-c17et
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 School Counselor Survey  
Who:   All Currently Practicing Certified/Licensed School Counselors  

What:   10 minute survey measuring School Counselors’ use of technology  

Where:  From any computer or mobile device  

Why:   To add to and inform School Counseling practice  

Interested participants who provide their email addresses will be entered into a        

drawing for a chance to win one of the following for their School Counselor practice:  

Ipad  

Document Camera  

Fitbit Flex  

Amazon Echo Dot 

$25 iTunes gift card 

Go to: 

bit.ly/SchoolCounselorSurvey  

Prize winners will be randomly selected from the pool of participants who have pro-

vided an email address at the end of survey administration on or before June 30, 2018.  

Dr. Sarah Springer, Ph.D., LPC, ACS                                                                                                                

Assistant Professor                                                                                                                                        

Professional Counseling                                                                                                                                    

Monmouth University                                                                                                                                            

732-923-4570                                                                                                                        

sspringe@monmouth.edu  

 

Please feel free to contact me with any concerns/comments—Sarah  

bit.ly/SchoolCounselorSurvey
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MSCA 2017-18 Board Members 

Counselor Education Representative             

Lindsey Nichols, University of Montana          

College of Ed. & Human Sciences Rm 211A 

lindsey.nichols@umontana.edu                       

Ph:  406-243-5820  

Secretary                                                                    

Jessica Buboltz, Hellgate High School      

900 Higgins,  Missoula, MT  59801          

jbuboltzmsca@gmail.com                               

Ph:  406-728-2400 ext. 6053 

Treasurer                                                        

Amy Griffin, Frenchtown Elementary          

PO Box 625, Frenchtown, MT  59834 

agriffinmsca@gmail.org                                   

Ph:  406-626-2612 

President –Elect                                       

Tina Boone, Skyview High School                 

1775 Sierra Blvd. Billings, MT  59105   

tboonemsca@gmail.com                           

Ph: 406-281-5308 

Advocacy CommitteeCo-Chair             

Chad Kinnett, Big Sky Elementary           

3231 Granger Ave. E, Billings, MT  59102    

ckinnettmsca@gmail.com                                                        
Ph: 406-281-6204 

Advocacy Committee Co-Chair               

Teresa Majerus, Lewistown Junior High                          

914 West Main, Lewistown, MT  59457        

tmajerus@lewistown.k12.mt.us                     

Ph:  406-535-5419  

K-12 Vice-President                                               

Kara Berg, Alberton School District               

PO Box 330, Alberton, MT  59820          

kbergmsca@gmail.com                                      

Ph:  406-722-4413  

Advisor                                                            

Barbara Holden, Retired                          

bholdenmsca@gmail.com 

President                                                   

Renee’ Schoening, Deer Lodge Elem.      

444 Montana Ave., Deer Lodge, MT  59722 

reneeschoeningmsca@gmail.com             

Ph: 406-491-2206 

Editor                                                         

Brandi Fox, Laurel High School               

203 E. 8th Street, Laurel,  MT  59044   

brandi_fox@laurel.k12.mt.us                           

Ph: 406-628-3510 

High School Vice-Preisdent                   Jason 

Karls,  Great Falls High School 

1900 2nd Ave. S, Great Falls, MT  59405 

jason_karls@gfps.k12.mt.us 

 Ph: 406-268-7449 

Middle School Vice-President                    

TBD 

Elementary Vice-Preisdent                   

Lee Starck, Stevensville Schools 

300 Park St., Stevensville, MT  59870         

starckl@stevensville.k12.mt.us 

 Ph: 406-777-5533 ext. 213 

Graduate Student Representative                                                  

Kindle Lewis , University of Montana        

Dept. of Counselor Education                     

PJW Education Bldg; Suite 212 

kindle1.lewis@umconnect.umt.edu        

406-544-0467 
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